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Statistics of the City of Abebdeen. Compiled, by James 
Valentine, and Communicated by Colonel W. H. Sykes, M.P., 
F.R.S., President of the Statistical Society. 

[Read before the Statistical Society, 21st June, 1864.] 

The following tables are so exhaustive of local statistical subjects, 
and are so condensed and yet so perspicuous and instructive, that 
they may be held up as models for statistical reports ; and I have, 
therefore, thought that they might be acceptable for reference in 
the pages of the Journal of the Statistical Society. Their compilation 
is due to the praiseworthy industry of Mr. Yalentine, who is on the 
staff of the " Aberdeen Journal ;" and his work has been a labour 
of love for many years past, stimulated to the undertaking by the 
example of the late lamented Dr. Strang ; an example, let us hope, 
which will be followed to great public advantage in cities and towns 
of Great Britain and Ireland. 

The parliamentary boundary of the city of Aberdeen is more than 
nine miles in extent, and is considerably larger than the parlia- 
mentary boundary of any town in Scotland. 

The statistics embrace the annual returns from 1857 to 1863, 
both inclusive. 

The two parishes of St. Nicholas and Old Machar embrace the 
whole of the parliamentary boundary of the city, and a small district 
north of the Don besides — the latter we omit for 1862 and 1863. 
The results, however, comparing these with the previous years, are 
not appreciably affected. The population of St. Nicholas in 1861, 
was 41,962 ; of Old Machar, 31,938 (excluding 1,298 inhabitants in 
the landward portion of the parish) ; together 73,900 persons. 





I. — Births. 






St. Nicholas. 


Old Machar. 


Total. 


1857 


1 .43 1 
>>53i 

1,463 

',552 
i,635 
1,663 


972 

898 

933 

1,010 

949 

957 

1,018 


M-°3 


•58 


2,429 


'59 


2 >454 


•60 


M-73 


1861 


2,501 


•62 


*>59* 


'63 


2,680 







Note.— One birth in 30-4 in 1857 ; I birth in 277 in 1863. 
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Of the above, the following were illegitimate : — 





Illegitimate Births. 






St. Nicholas. 


Old Machar. 


Total. 


1857 


206 

252 

253 

238 
271 

290 


116 
108 
122 
140 

105 
134 
139 


322 
360 
375 
398 

343 
405 
429 


'58 


'59 


'60 


1861 


'62 


'63 





Note. — One illegitimate to 7'4 legitimate, or i3 - 4 per cent, in 1857. 
„ 6-2 „ 16-2 „ '63. 





II . — Marriages. 






St. Nicholas. 


Old Machar. 


Total. 


1857 


319 
326 
324 
362 

33' 
306 

337 


221 
185 
217 
225 

274 
288 

288 


S40 

54i 
587 

605 

594 
625 


'58 


'59 


'60 


1861 


'62 


•63 





Note. — One marriage to 1 3 5 inhabitants in 1857. 
"7 ,, '63. 



1. Ages of Persons Married (1863). 



20 and under 

20 to 30 

30 „ 40 

40 „ 50 

Above 50 .... 



Males. 



45 

412 

100 

5i 

17 



Females. 



134 

399 

64 

23 

5 



Note, 
15 up to 65 



Average age over all 28! males, 25^ females. The ages ranged from 



2. Widowers or Widows (1863). 

19 Widowers married widows. 
54 „ „ spinsters. 

21 Bachelors „ widows. 
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3. Religious Denominations (18C3). 

Couples Married hy Ministers of — 

Established Church 305 

Tree Church 181 

United Presbyterian Church 41 

Congregational Church 39 

Episcopalian Church 17 

Soman Catholic Church 17 

Other denominations 25 

III.— Deaths. 

The number of deaths registered in each of these seven years 
was as follows : — 





St. Nicholas. 


Old Machar. 


Total. 


1857 


1,036 
1,010 
1,006 

1.353 
1,146 

1,191 

1,102 


686 
618 
681 
856 

636 
733 
647 


1,722 
1,628 


'58 


'59 


1,687 
2,209 

1,782 
1,924 
1.749 


'60 


1861 


'62 


'63 





Note. — 1 death in 42' 1 inhabitants, or 2'3 per cent, in 1857. 
1 .. 4**5 .> 2'3 .. '63. 



The deaths in 1860 were exceptionally large, arising from a great 
prevalence of epidemic diseases in the early part of the year. A similar 
remark applies to 1862 —measles being epidemic, and latterly 
somewhat fatal, towards the close of the year. Typhus, as will be 
observed below, was also prevalent towards the end of last year. 



Age. 

0— 5 
5—20 



1. Ages at Death (1863). 

Age. 

607 20—60 643 

150 60 and upwards 449 

Total 1.749 



2. Causes of Death in Aberdeen (in Six Classes of Disease). 



Small pox 54 

MeasleB 30 

Diphtheria 42 

Hooping cough 37 



Diarrhoea 

Dysentery 

Cholera 

Typhus 129 



}- 



73 of the deaths from typhus occurred in October, November, 
and December ; 62 of them being in the parish of St. Nicholas and 
n in Old Machar. This includes, however, infirmary cases, all of 
which are registered in St. Nicholas, though they may have come 
from other parishes. 
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Educational Index. 

"Under this head we state the number of persons giving informa- 
tion at the Registration Offices who sign by marks, not being 
capable of writing their own names. 





1863.— Keporting. 




Births. 


Deaths. 


Marriages. 


Total. 




246 
70 


176 
57 


68 
42 


490 
169 










316 


233 


110 


659 



The following table is applicable to the last seven years : — 



1857 
'58 
'59 
'60 

1861 
'62 
'63 



Events Reported. 



4, 6 «5 
4,648 
4,682 
5.2 6 9 

4,888 
5."° 
5.o54 



Number 
Signing by Marks. 



626 
624 
605 
801 

706 
726 
659 



Note. — 15*4 per cent, in 1857 ; 13'cH per cent, in 1863. 

In regard, however, to the "number signing by marks," a 
distinction has to be taken, which is often very important in 
statistics. In strict accuracy, the marks do not always represent 
different persons ; for a person may register more than one event in 
course of a year. A large number of events, however, are registered 
by the officials of different institutions — the infirmary, poor-house, 
&c. ; otherwise the marks would be more numerous. 

IV.— Public Health. 
Total number of cases treated at the following institutions : — 





1857. 


1858. 


1859. 


1860. 


1861. 


1862. 


1863. 




1,872 

370 

5,806 

1,385 
1,215 


1.932 
400 

5.345 

1.475 
1,196 


1,805 

460 

6,218 

1,434 
1,090 


2.159 
630 

7,808 

1,492 
1.356 


2,166 

460 

7,612 

1,402 
1,306 


1.972 
610 

7.654 

1,298 
1,237 


2,120 


By parochial board officers — 


700 
7,899 

1,556 




1,270 
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V. — Lunacy. 
Abstract of cases at the Royal Lunatic Asylum, Aberdeen : — 



Year. 


Admitted. 


Mean Number 

Resident. 


Recovered. 


Improved, 
&c. 


Died. 


Total Number 

under Care 
and Treatment. 


1857 


84 

ioa 

84 
78 

104 

88 

128 


299 
*95 
3°o 
308 

318 
322 
343 


50 
39 
43 
32 

48 
48 
53 


II 

52* 

15 

18 

28 
20 
H 


21 

15 

9 

22 

19 

20 
22 


376 
39<> 
374 
385 

417 
410 

45° 


'58 


'59 


'60 


1861 


'62 


'63 





Note. — Percentages cannot be given to population, as many lunatics are 
received from Aberdeenshire. 

* This figure is above an average, owing to the number of lunatics, not from 
Aberdeenshire, removed under the requirements of the Lunacy Act. 

VI. — Pauperism. 

Comparative state of the Roll of Paupers at 31st December, 
yearly : — 





St. Nicholas. 


Old Machar. 


Total. 


1857 


I.°35 
1,041 

985 
974 

1,016 
967 
948 


908 
878 
865 
839 

861 

877 
864 


!>943 
1,919 
1,850 
1.813 

1,877 
1,844 
1,812 


'58 


•59 


'60 


1861 


'62 


'63 







Note. — 1 pauper in 37'6, or 2*9 per cent, in 1857. 

1 „ 41 inhabitants, or 2 - 4 per cent, in 1863. 
These numbers do not include dependents of paupers. 

VII. — Industrial Schools. 
1. Particulars for 1863. 





Average 


Average 


Left 


Remaining 


Average 




Number 
on 
Roll. 


Atten- 
dance. 


directly for 
Work. 


on Roll 
1st January, 

1864. 


Cost 

per Child, 

1864. 












£ s. d. 


Boys' Industrial School 


124 


116 


16 


IOO 


4 9- 


Juvenile ditto ditto, boys 


60 


55 


18 


60 "1 
50 J 


5 2 5 


» » girls 


65 


59 


15 




Aberdeen Female In-1 


80 


75 


25 


80 


5 12 4 


Sheriff Watson's ditto.... 


66 


5° 


12 


59 


4 - - 


Oldmill Reformatory .... 


75 


75 


21 


90 


6 11 1* 


Girls „ 


11 


11 


^~ 


13 


17 12 8 



* For food only. 
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2. Total Results for Seven Years. 





Average 

Number 

ou 

Boll. 


Average 
Atten- 
dance. 


Left 

directly for 

Work. 


Remaining 

on Roll, 

1st January, 

1864. 


Average 

Cost 

per Child, 

1864. 


1857 


299 
364 
374 
383 

423 
437 

481 


274 
342 
353 
343 

3»4 
408 
441 


63 
65 
71 
56 

65 

95 

107 


302 
380 

3«9 

406 

439 
419 

452 


£ s. d. 
3 19 1 


'58 


3 18 10 


'59 


4 2 2 


'60 


3 19 10 


1861 


4 10 10 


'62 


4 6 2 


'63 


4 15 9 






Total 


— 


— 


522 


— 


_ 







VIII.— Crime. 

1. Fear 1863, 

(1.) Total Aberdeen Police Court cases 1,578 

(2.) Committals to Aberdeen prisons and prisons in the county 1,082 

2. Results for Seven Years. 



1857 
'58 
'59 
'60 

1861 
'62 
'63 







Commitments of 


Police Cases. 


Prison Commitments. 


Children 
at 12 and under. 


I.32S 


820 


40 


1,438 


885 


15 


1,275 


910 


23 


1,245 


785 


"3 


1,114 


772 


24 


1,636 


1,150 


27 


1,578 


1,082 


22 



Note. — Police, 1 in 55 inhabitants, or i*8 per cent. Prison, 1 in 89 inhabit- 
ants, or i - 1 per cent in 1863. 

Police, 1 in 47' 1 of inhabitants, or 2'2 per cent. Prison, 1 in 70 inhabitants, 
or i - 4 per cent, in 1863. 



In police cases, the recent increase has arisen from the operation 
of the New Police Act of the town. During 1863, in addition to 
the above, there were the following cases in the Burgh Court, viz.: — 
breaches of public house amendment act, 26 ; drunk aud incapable, 
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281 men and 151 women; and 8 shebeen keepers. The same obser- 
vation — as to the effect of the New Police Act — applies, partly, to 
the criminal commitments. 

IX. — 'Provident Institutions. 

1. National Security Savings Bank. 

The following are the transactions of this institution for the 
past year, and the six immediately preceding, ending on 31st 
December : — 



Year. 


Amount 
Deposited. 


Interest Added. 


Amount 

Withdrawn, 

Including Interest. 


Increase. 


1857 


£ 
46,341 
55,307 
61,566 
58,312 

56,255 
63,154 
65,524 


£ 

5,"S 
5.356 
5.917 
6,417 

6,704 
7,003 

7,462 


£ 
52,126 
44,859 
47,466 
51,870 

56,602 
56,979 
61,958 


£ 

559* 
15,804 


'58 


'59 


'60 


12,870 


1861 


6,357 
13,178 


'62 


'63 







* Decrease. 



2. Penny Banks. 

Amount deposited in the National Security Savings Bank of 
Aberdeen, during year ending 31st December, 1863 : — 

£ *. d. 

1. Northfield 145 10 6 

2. Victoria 312 8 6 

3. Woodside 91 - ? 

4. Ruthrieston 85 7 - 

5. TJpper Denburn 34 9 8 

6. Cove 84-9 

7. Hardgate 76 15 - 

8. Woodside, Cotton, and Tanfield 114 - - 

9. Militia 54 - - 

10. Skene Street School of Industry - 18 4 

Total - 998 10 4 



Cove is, of course, beyond the limits of the town — on the other 
hand, however, there are several of these banks in the city that do 
not deposit their funds with the National Security Savings Bank. 
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3. Aberdeen Post Office Savings Bank. 



From opening of Bank till 
31st December, 1863 .... 



During 1863.. 



Books 
Issued. 



312 



Deposits. 



Number. 



2,289 
1.354 



Amount. 



£ 
6,101 

3,4 6 9 



"Withdrawals. 



Number. 



625 

447 



Amount. 



£ 
2,234 

1,746 



4. Mercantile Marine Office. 
(1.) Money Orders Issued and Paid. 





Issued. 


Paid. 




Number. 


Amount. 


Number. 


Amount. 


I860 


740 
722 
869 
797 


£ 
2,760 
1,989 
2,746 
2,838 


1.739 
1,910 
1,924 

z.°54 


£ 

8,518 


'61 


9,866 


'62 


9.73° 


'63 


io,8yo 







1857 9.637 

'58 10,681 

'59 9.843 

'60 9.864 



X. — Pttblie Baths. 
Total baths taken : — 

1861 11,717 

'62 11,626 

'63 12,073 

The following tables refer chiefly to trade and commerce : — 

I. — Custom House. 
The following is an abstract of the Shipping and Revenue of 
Customs Keturns for the past seven years : — 

1. Coasting Trade, 





Entered Inwards. 


Cleared Outwards. 




British Vessels. 


Tons. 


British Vessels. 


Tons. 


1857 


1,654 
1,709 
1,717 
1.736 

1,907 
1.859 
1.693 


281,293 
265,740 
273,192 
281,219 

303,408 
310,807 
273,281 


929 
1,071 
1,023 
1,065 

1,081 
1,146 

1,021 


210,711 


'58 

'59 


195,323 
192,050 


'60 


204,157 


1861 


209,381 


'62 


226,298 


'63 


193,859 







Note. — In this table, certain articles, as lime, stones, &c, are not included 
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2. Import Trade. 



Tear. 


British Vessels. 


Tons. 


Foreign Vessels. 


Tons. 


1857 


90 

8i 

8i 

106 

117 

IJ 9 

146 


18,176 
14,816 
12,050 
16,769 

17,522 
19,129 
25,097 


128 
140 
150 
181 

160 
170 
147 


13,138 
14,515 
14,423 
20,158 

15,645 
18,676 
18,057 


'58 


'59 


'60 


1861 


'62 


'63 





Collected in 



3. Total Customs Duties. 

£ 

1857 93,936 

'58 93.40° 

'59 97,324 

'60 94.383* 

1861 93,300 

'62 93,665 

L '63 83,314* 

* Remission of duties on tea. 



4. Shipping Belonging to the Port. 



On 31st December ■ 



1857.. 
'58.. 
'59.. 
'60.. 

1861.. 
'62.. 
'63.. 



Vessels. 



267 

-IS 
266 
276 

270 
269 
267 



Tonnage. 



70,319 
73,092 
72,768 
78,696 

78,696 
80,224 
80,813 



Number of 
following years : — 



II. — Ship Building. 

launched, with tonnage, in each of the 



Year. 



1856 
'57 
'58 
'59 
'60 

1861 
'62 
'63 



Vessels. 



13 
12 
II 

6 

12 

7 

16 
13 



Tons. 
Builders' Measure. 



6,529 
6,471 
5,563 
3,558 
6,700 

4,664 
8,405 
8,168 
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Within the above period there has been a change in the measure- 
ment. We do not think, however, that this materially affects the 
basis we have adopted. 

III.— Post Office. 
1. Letters. 

The letters delivered from the Post Office here (as elsewhere) are 
counted during one week in each quarter of the year. The number 
of letters delivered during the counting week in: — 

January was 58,630 

April „ 57,J67 

July », 59>5 l6 

October , 6.1,881 

Average per week 59,573 

Estimated total for the year 3,097,796 



Average of sub-office letters (included in above) per week, 21,070 
• in the year, 1,096,056. 
This last item has to be taken into account in the following table 
as well : — 

2. Letters delivered at Aberdeen for Seven Years. 



Year. 



1857. 
'58. 
'59 
'60. 

1861 
'62 
'63 



Weekly Average. 



46,035 
47,210 

48,455 
51,658 

54,132 
57,039 
59,573 



Estimate for Year. 



2,393,820 
2,454,920 
2,519,670 
2,686,222 

2,815,228 
2,965,054 
3,097,796 



3. Newspapers and Book Packets, 






Year 1863. 




Newspapers 

bearing 

Impressed Stamp. 


Newspapers bearing 

Postage Stamp, 
or otherwise Charged. 


Book Packets. 


Estimated totals (made "1 
up from counting week J 


322,686 
311,142 


217,171 
190,879 


23,569 
22,620 
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4. Money Orders for 1863 and Six Previous Years. 





Issued. 


Paid. 




Number. 


Amount. 


Number. 


Amount. 


1857 


17,162 

18,744 
18,854 
20,270 

20,657 
21,224 
21,290 


£ 
33,451 
35,966 
35,811 
38,684 

40,514 
45,574 
46,986 


22,204 

22.235 

22,502 

23.135 

24.452 
24,092 
25.531 


£ 
42,320 


'58 


42,755 


'59 


44,320 


'60 


45,650 


1861 


48,954 


'62 


52,481 


'63 


56,397 







6. Amount of Commission for Seven Years. 

£ *. d. 

1857 - - ~ 289 9 3 

'58 „ ~ 313 7 3 

'69 , ™ - 3'5 19 « 

1860 34° 7 9 

'61 _. 35° 5 3 

'62 „.„ ~ ~ 385 16 « 

'63 — 4 01 8 9 

For Post Office Savings Banks, see " Provident Institutions.' 



IV.— Cattle Trade. 

The following number of cattle and tons of dead meat were sent 
south, and chiefly to the London and other markets, during 1863 
and six previous years : — 



Year. 



1857 
'58 
'69 
'60 

1861 

'62 



Cattle. 



No. 
19,171 

19.256 
20,412 
17.775 

17,176 
10,799 
13.786 



Dead Meat. 



Tons. 
5,494 
3,520 
6,953 
5,822 

8,168 
9,468 
9,453 



vol. xxra. paet in. 



2c 
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The following table stows what was sent by rail and sea, 
respectively : — 





Cattle. 


Dead Meat. 




Kail. 


Sea. 


Bail. 


Sea. 


1857 


No. 
'3.39* 
14.133 
13.130 
13.993 

8,852 
6,281 
9.623 


Ho. 

6,279 

5.123 
7,282 
3.782 

8,324 
4.518 
4,163 


Tons. 
5,000 
5,226 
6,905 
5,769 

8,041 
9,392 
9,395 


Tons. 

496 


'58 


294 


'59 


48 


'60 


£3 


1861 


127 


'62 


76 


'63 


58 







[The above concludes Mr. Valentine's valuable tables. The popu- 
lation of the city of Aberdeen within the parliamentary boundaries, 
I extracted from the census returns of 1861, and have computed the 
increase up to 1863 inclusive ; and, upon this computation have 
deduced the percentages. 

W. S. SyJces.1 



